
Innovation along the value chain 

Jason Clay 
SVP Markets, WWF-US 

What companies are doing 











won’t buy 
certified 
poverty 



Child mortality and land degradation 

Children that died 
before the age of 5 (%) 

0 to 15 

15 to 25 

25 to 40 

40 to 80 

Severity of land degradation 

very  
high 

high moderate low none 

Source: Demographic Health Survey Points: West Africa Spatial Analysis Prototype (WASAP) dataset, 1995. Land degradation: Global Assessment of Soil Degradation (GLASOW), 1991. 
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BCI Cotton, 2005-15 
BCI Certified Cotton 

• 1.6 M producers 

• 13% of global production 

Impacts of Metric-based Standards 

• 50% pesticide reduction 

• 40% water use reduction 

• 30% synthetic fertilizer use reduction 

• 15-20% increase in income 
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Mesoamerican Reef ‒ larval dispersal 
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• Long-term contracts 

• Common contract language 

• Pooled purchases 

• Reduced transaction costs 

• Reduce risk of traders & aggregators to 
invest in sustainability 

Supply chains—redefining 
“pre-competitive” 



think about it 


